INTRODUCTION
resolutions on poverty, drain, reform of land revenue system and industrialisation of the country.
It was against this background that Lala Lajpat Rai published his ENGLAND'S DEBT TO INDIA or A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE OF BRITAIN'S FISCAL POLICY IN INDIA. The book was published in New York in 1917 and was written as a companion volume to Young India, during the author's stay in the United States of America during the First World War. The import of the book into India was not allowed by the Government and only a few copies found their way to this country. It thus escaped the attention it deserved in India. The author was planning to reprint it in India in 1926 when he was a Member of the Legislative Assembly but because of his untimely death on November 17, 1928, the plan could not materialise.
Lajpat Rai was neither a historian nor an economist in the formal sense. In fact, he did not have the benefit of a formal university education. And yet, he displays such a mastery of facts and grasp over complex economic problems that any one who goes through these pages even today cannot but admire him for his industry and erudition. The book is intended to be a charge-sheet against British Rule on economic grounds. As such, it would be wrong to criticise or dismiss it as a piece of biased writing. For one thing, all history is biased and every historical writing reflects the personal views and predilections of the author. In the present case, the author makes no secret of his motives in writing this book. He is not out to provide a school or a college textbook on economic history of India, though there is valuable material in it for the students of Indian economic history. His motives are basically political. He wrote on behalf of and as a representative of the dumb millions of India about the poverty, economic backwardness, famine, ruin of Indian industries and the fiscal injustice perpetrated by Britain in India. The book was primarily addressed to the reader in America and Britain and the author's claim to authority on the subject was based on the fact that:
"The toad beneath the harrow knows
Exactly where each tooth-point gobs The butterfly upon the road
Preaches contentment to the toad."
Only an Indian could see and feel the sufferings and economic ruin wrought by the British rule in this country; the outside world, like the proverbial butterfly preaching contentment to the toad, could scarcely realise the intensity of Indian sufferings from the foreign rule. But since "in politics the laws of nature are reversed*1 and "in judging of Governments and rulers, it is they whose word is to be accepted and not that of the governed and the ruled",